Press Chief to Publish Paper _J 

Moyers Quits White House Job; 
Christian Will Be His Successor 


Resignation Laid 
To Family Matters; 

By Carroll Kilpatrick 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Bill D. Moyers, the last 
member of President John- 
son’s original White House 
staff, announced his resigna- 
tion yesterday. 

Moyers said that he would 
be succeeded by George 
Christian, 39-year-old native of 
Austin, Tex., who has been as- 
sistant to the President since 
May and has been pinclvhit- 
ting for Moyers as a spokes- 
man in recent weeks. 

I Moyers will become publish- 
I er and Chief operating officer 
of Newsday, a highly success- 
! ful Long Island daily. Moyers 
denied reports that there was 
any break with the President 
and asserted that he was leav- 
ing because of “personal fami- 
ly obligations” and with the 
President’s “blessing.” 

Moyers weighed several 
attractive offers before accept- 
ing the Newsday job — one, an 
offer from the President him- 
self to run LBJ’s business 
interests in Texas, another 
from a group of Texans who 
are trying to buy the Houston' 
Chronicle. He would have, 
become publisher there, too. 

The Moyers appointment 
was announced Tuesday to 
Newsday executives, though 
Moyers himself denied the 
story to reporters throughout 
the day, as he had for more 
than a week. 

Before announcing his own 
plans, Moyers announced the 
resignation of Jake Jacobsen 
as legislative counsel to the 
President. Jacobsen is return- 
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Resignation of Moyers 
' and Jacobsen dramatizes 
difficulty of Johnson Ad- 
ministration to attract and 
keep talent. Page A6. 

S l o w-talking, even-tem- 
pered George Christian be- 
comes presidential press 
secretary under adverse 
circumstances. Page A6. 




ing to his law firm in Austin, 
Tex., sometime next month. 
He joined the President’s 
staff in April, 1965, on the un- 
derstanding that he would re- 
main a limited time. 

Moyers’s resignation is ef- 
fective the end of January, 
after work is completed on 
the President’s State of the 
Union and budget messages to 
the new Congress. Moyers has 
devoted much of his time in 
the last two or three weeks on 
the President’s messages and 
legislative program. 

His departure as Press Sec- 
retary comes at a time when 
the President’s relations with 
the press and public have 
again deteriorated and at 
time when there are repeated 
charges of a “credibility gap’’ 
between the President and the 
public. 

Moyers worked hard 
overcome the friction between 
the press- and the President, 
and was generally given high 
marks for his efforts. But de- 
spite Moyer’s skill much of 
the friction remained. 

President Johnson has had 
more trouble than most recent 
Presidents in keeping a staff, 
but Moyers said yesterday 
that all those who had left did 
[so “reluctantly,” with the 
president’s friendship and 
Usually for special family rea- 


. Mr. Johnson inherited the 
Kennedy staff in November, 
[1963, the same staff with 
Which Mr. Kennedy entered 
[the White House. That staff 
has all departed, and all the 
other men Mr. Johnson’ 
.brought into the White House 
early in his tenure also have 
left. 

- They include former Press 
[Secretary George E. Reedy, 
-Special Assistants Jack J. 
[Valenti, Horace Busby, Jacob- 
sen and others. 

I Moyers succeeded Reedy as 
Press Secretary in July, 1965. 
[Early this year, the President 
^announced the appointment of 
Robert H. Fleming as Deputy 
Press Secretary with the un- 
derstanding that he would 
[succeed Moyers. 

[ But it soon became ap- 


parent that the President was 
not satisfied, and in May | 
Christian was named an as- 
sistant to Special Assistant 
Walt . W. Rostow. It was de- 
nied that Christian would join 
the press staff, but he soon 
was active in Moyers’s office. 
Fleming is specializing in tele- 
vision coverage. 

From the beginning, Moyers 
has had wide responsibilities 
the White House. He hasl 
attended the weekly foreign 
policy luncheons with the 
President, Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk, Secretary of De- 
fense Robert S. McNamara 
and Rostow. 

Both before he became 
Press Secretary and since, 
Moyers played a leading role 
in drafting presidential mes- 
sages and developing legisla- 
tive programs. 

He has had close contacts 
with Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
(D-N.Y.) and often acted as go- 
between for the President and 
Kennedy and with other mem- 
bers of the Kennedy wing of 
the Party. 

Moyers’s only brother, 
James, died in September, 
and his parents are not well. 
There is evidence that these 
factors helped persuade Moy- 
ers that he should assume 
larger family responsibilities 
and attempt to earn more 
than the $30,000 his present 
post pays. 

He was first approached by 
Harry F. Guggenheim, pub 
lisher and editor of Newsday, 
in August. At that time Moy- 
ers said no, despite the attrac- 
tiveness of the offer. 

In November, the offer 
made again, and after a long] 
discussion with the President, 
Moyers reached a decision. It 
has not been disclosed what 
Moyers’s salary at Newsday 
will be. i 

One published report siad j 
that Moyers became disench- 
anted and took the Newsday 
position because the President 
had failed to name him Am- 
bassador to South Vietnam 
and because Moyers had 
clashed with Rostow. 

Moyers said nothing could 


be farther from the truth. He i 
said he had no desire to be 
Ambassador and had never 
discussed the idea with the 
President. 

Despite his denial of the 
clash with Rostow, other sour- 
ces said that Moyers and Ros-| 
tow had been in conflict dur- 
ing the latter part of the Pres- 


ident’s Asian trip. Moyers was i 
in general charge of all ar- 
rangements and plans for the 
trip. 

Moyers said he had been in- 
fluenced primarily by what he 
thought in “the best interest i 
of my family.” 

“The President told me he 
fully understood the reasons 
and considerations that have 


led me to this decision,” Moy-| 
ers said. 

Moyers said that he had no 
, plans to write a book and that 
j he had “no intention, at this 
time, of doing any writing” 
for Newsday. He said he 
(would be active in Newsday’! 
editorial and business affairs. 

Although he is only 32 years I 
old, Moyers first worked for 1 


the then Senator Johnson in 
the summer of 1954. Later, he 
worked for three years fori 
|KTBC, the Johnson family | 
radio-TV station in Austin. 

In 1959, Moyers became 
special assistant to Mr. John- 
son, then the Senator Demo-| 
cratic Leader. In 1961, Moyers 
joined the administrative staff 
of the Peace Corps, rising to 1 
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the post of Associate Director. 
He held that position at the 
time of President Kennedy’s 
assassination. 

Moyers was in Texas at the 
time, helping with the trip ar- 
rangements. He flew back to 
Washington from Dallas with] 
President Johnson and has 
been with him since. 

Guggenheim said in Garden 


City, N.Y., that he would re- 
main as editor-in-chief and 
president and that William 
Mcllwain would be editor. 

In searching for a new pub- 
lisher, Guggenheim, 76, said 
he wanted someone with “a 
young talent, energetic talent, 
imaginative talent, forseful 
and endowed with good judg- 
ment ... a man of broad 
knowledge and culture.” 



